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WILLIAM. C0 R ; + 


| AN the 10th, of September, 1773. Wu xis ane 


M. Dominique Carthelemi Deleſtras, in Oxford- {treet, on 
the 2gd. of July, the following articles, being the property. 
of Mr. Jehn Kendrick, a dealer in horſes, who lesged inte 
houſe of the abeve ſaid Gentleman, viz.” 'three bank notes of 
100],” each, 136 guineas in money, afilver'watch, value 30 
one ſilk Urte, and one canvas bag. The ſubſtance of Mr. ; 
Kendrick $ evidence, was was, thatihe had been robbed of three 
bank notes, of 100l. which he had put into the drawer of a 
bureau, in a parlour on the firſt floor. On the a 1ſt. of July - 
laſt, he ſaw the notes in the bureau, for the laſt time. That 


there was a private paſſage up to bis appartment, the door 
of which was often left on the latcech. 


He likewiſe related the trouble he had been at to trace 
one of the 100l. notes, as it went through many hands be- 
fore it came to the bank. and by which he found out Philip 

ones: © Jones declares that Claxton came to him to the; 

rſe fair in Reading, and ſaid he wanted to buy a; horſe 
or two, and he werlt with Claxton to che George, and there 
be ſaw Cox, ho bid Claxton buy for him: Claxton went 
and bought a horſe and a grey mare, of Mr. Guy, who 


changed the note. that by the order of Claxton HE the * 


borſe to London, and that he lau Cox at Claxton' 5 boufe 
after he came to town, 


ES ES POCSESES Po: >>. SY Y Dr 


indiaed at the old Bailey, for ſtealing i in the houle of 
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It appeared that Mr. Kendrick (who is a capital dealer 


in horſes, and ſerves | _— d the,principal no- 
bility- of France) badA4uſtairfd the lofs of the above men- 
tioned ſum ; but it did not appear that his lodgings had been 


broke open, or even that the locks of his bureay had been 
We. 


One of the caſhiers of the bank producing à bank hote 
in court, it was handed to Mr. Kendrick, the witneſs. who 
declared that from his recolleQion of the figure of 3, with 
the other figures that were marked on the back of it, was 
one of the notes of which he had been obbed,, .\ 
Claxton (who was ſuppoſed to be an accomplice in the 
robbery) gave evidence as follows: I have known Cox 
tween two or three years; I think it was yeſterday wasf{ 
ven weeks (I am no. ſcholar) I was at the three Tuns, in 
New-ſtreet, Shoe · lane, hy where I work; I aw Cox going 
by; he had been there before with me; I ſpoke to him; 
he aſked me if I would go to Briſtol along with him ; he 
bad aſked me to do that before. ; I ſaid it would he very 
_ expenſive to go there, and I could not very well afford it 
he ſaid if you will go Iwill pay your expences ; I ſaid it 
would be very dear; he ſaid he would have a poſt chaiſe; 
I agreed to go with him; he ſajd he had got a 100l. bank 
note; he took it out and gave it me into my hands; I a- 


= - ae L1hink, as the; next day, Khon the, note in 
| O 


my cuſtody ; we ſet out next day, and went from the white 
Horſe in or near Gray's-inn-lane, it Was about fix in the af- 
ternoon that he came, on a Friday; we went from the 
White Horſe in a poſt cbaiſe to Onſlow ; we {gt out about 
three o'clock in the afternoon; from thente we went (o 
Maidenhead; we got to Reagivg'ithe next morning between 
ten and eleven o'clock ; we intended: io ſtop there ſeeing a 
fair there we propoſed to buy horſes ; Cox ſaid he was go 
ing to Briſtol to fee his uncle. We put up at the George at 
deading, ſitting in the parlour I ſaid to Cox. here is a horſe 
? belicvs j 1 alked the, wan belonging to the Inn, —_— | 


q 
* 


e, 


9 * 


W r 1. TY vs 


George Devon (one of Mr. Child's clerks) William Lat- 


up: I was ſent for to the Blue Boar Inn, in Holborn ; the 


in the neighbourhood, a room up one' pair of ſtairs; it was 


bew to go, becauſe I wanted to be at home; he ſai he want-" 2 1 
ed to go down to buy a couple of horſes ; I ſaid if he faw* 


— 


| e 1. 
here Vas not a fair; he-ſaid there; would:be'on moriday ; - *| \ I 
went out and faw'one Phil. Joneb there; I gave him d. 
to drink; I ſaid you are a judge of a horſe; if you can buy; | 

one or two worth the money's buy them; die ſaid he would 

28 ſoon lay out his money in hofſes d any! thing: elſe, if | 
bought worth the money; Phil. Jones came and Aid he 
had got a little horſe and a grey mare. and came. and took | 11 


= 


mè to look at them; I. went to Mr. Guy, and gave him a 

100l. note for them: I * the change to Coxy left Jones 

to bring the horſe. „ #03} eee 
The following witneſſes; viz. Mr. Atkinſon, Mr. Collier, 


more, William Gardner (a caſhier of the bank) Mr. Roe- 
buck, Mr. Knapp. Mr. White, Mr. Guy, Philip Jones, 
all mentioned in Mr. Kendrick's evidence {wore to the ſev- 
eral particulars whitch he affirmed they had tranſactet. 
John Morgan: I am a conſtable ; when Cox was taken 4 


man put this warrant into my hand, and deſir d me to [eartht {| 
his lodgings ; I knew'where he lodged; at his uncle's, juſt 


the old man's room, but he uſed to make it his home. (4 
found theſe fix notes upon his uncle; two of ihem are in the 
name of Claxton. : 1 7 * 4 Mod, PTE M65 * Het 36 197% 


| COX's' ' D EF ENCE 26s 
My Lord, on the 23d. of July laſt, I came to Mr. Clax- 
ton's houſe; he aſked me to fit down and have ſome break- | 
faſt,” he'faid he was going to a ſale, to buy ſome trunks', 1, 
was to have one for 15s Ge had bought Tome ; I ſat down 
a litle while, at laſt he aſked me whether I would go down 
with him as far as Reading ? I faid yes. I ſaid I did not know 


=> 
* 
=. 


ever a one tliat would ſuit me to buy one, and'I' wonld pax 
him when he came to town, for J had but five guineas about 
4 | me; 


—— — 


. Old Bailey, When a full hearing of tbe , 


1 in their verdict. Guilty. Ds ars. 


. 
med he bought 2 little poney ; I'rode up to town upon it 
when I came up to town I gave him eight guineas for a little | 
grey maze. I had not the 100l. note, I never ſaw i it; he 
did not ſhew it to me. 

uſt, William Cox was indi- 


On Friday, the 20th of Aug 


ed at the ſeſſions of the — held at uſtice Hall in the 
ve circumſtance, 


che jury withdrew, andabont ten minutes returning, W 


William Cox. the ſon of Mr. and Mrs. Cox, of Holywell 
2 Slane Shoreditch, had the pecular misfortune to be trained in 


: =the ways of thieving. almoſt from his infancy: and his abili- 


ties were of that kind which rather tended to make him craf- 
than wiſe. Cox, the father, (by trade a ribbon-weaver)! 

7 Being convicted of ſome felonious practices, received ſens: 

= tence: of tranſportation, and is probably ſtill living,” though. 


in ignomisious ſlavery, the mother of our young culprit is 


alive, and bears the character of an honcft woman; and in 


fad., ſhe is the only honeſt woman of the family, The ehe- 


for this laſt offcnce, is ſufficiently known, and Cox has'a 


* aw 
” w 0 - 
ad = 
, : 


racter of his uncle Weſt, who was apprehended .with him 


brother, now about twelve years of age, who is what the vul- 
For call a knowing kiddy, and another brother, not mga 
nice deceaſed, bore no better character. 

The ſirſt robbery that ever young Cox 5 Was 17 


= 4 company with his fathcr, and it was perpetrated in the fol- 


lowing manner: The father and ſon. who was then a 
little boy, were walking through Grofvenor-ſtreet, when the + 
a old man, obſerving a lilver tankard ſtanding in 4 window, 


| F rn to ſteal it; but the railing before the houſe pre- 


2 his reaching it. he hoiſted the child over the rails, 
* who ealſiy took the tankard out of the window and gave it 
da bi father, who lifted him back into the ſtreet. Thus va 
ci child initiated into the myſteries of iniquity, at a time of. 
lite when he was hardly able to diſtinguiſh on the propriety 
1 or * of his own cnodu@ ; and whoſe numerous 
. and 


4 


\ 


(8 ) 


and extrordinary eſcapes from the hand of juſtice, deve way 
| ferved to harden a mind not impreſſed with ar fence of im- 
pending danger, or Hlumined with the rays of virtue. 
- Immediately after Cox's firſt adventure with his father, 
he commenced pickpocket, and ſoon became the moſt dex- 
trous of his profeſſion. In of time, he-was ſo very” 
expert at his buſineſs, that it has been a common cuſtors in- 
ſeveral publick houſes which he frequented; in the neigh- 
bourhood of clarkenwell, to lay wagers that he ſhould picket 
the pocket of any perſon'i in company of his watch. without 
that perſon's knowledge, though the party was previouſly 
on his guard. In this caſe, young Cox and the party uſed” | 
to walk backward and forward in the room, converſing on 
indifferent ſubjeQs and Cox never failed to win the wager," 
v4 ur; the pocket, notwithſtanding all the e of - 
other. 


He would likewiſe often pick the pockets of his acquaint- * 


ances in meer jeſt, only to ſhew his dexterity; but he con. 
ſtantly returned the property ſo obtained. 

It is affirmed by thoſe who are well acpubiied with bis 
circumſtances, that he has in the courſe of hi: prattiſes ſtolen 
more then ten thouſand pounds for his own ſhare ; and that 
he had ſeveral hundred pounds in the ſtock ; but uſed ſuch 
caution as not to appear as his property. But perhaps it vill 
be aſked what he did with this money? But who ever con- 
ſiders the many times he has been tried for his offences, and 
has as often been obliged to fee council to bring him off. and 


his manner of hving while in priſon, and the Hale Money 42 


thief gets for what he ſells, will not be at a loſs to acount for 


About ſeven years ago when he was conbned inerked}; 

well Bridewell, on a charge of picking of pockets, he was | 
ragged and wretched beyond att deſetiprion," and his whole 
body one perfect ſcene of vermin ; but of late years he bas 
been dreſſed rather in a gay flite, aud has been OY 
ann appearance. ber rwins a s 


> .at 


the diminution of fo large a' capital. N | 


1 2 


q 4 . N exploit: wa $ at 3 
Cf he el thro' the window of a gentleman's hauſe, 
38 E 5 layingthe cloth in a back parlaur; Cox, watching: 
Spportunity in the abſence. of the ſervant, got through 
indo v into the;pdriour and carried of all the plate from 
122 board undiſcovered, tho the family were chen wal- 
nische garden, which frontedghis oog m id G39 
*ZA bout four:years ago, going down,\V ater-lane; he Repped) 
oe Lationer's ſbop, and alked for. the beggar's' operas! 
Joch bie ſaid was for his ter. The gentle woman of the 
Pole went up ſtairs for the play, and while ſhe was gone, 
IJ 2 41 139 filched a filver ſpoon. Tbe ſpoon, was ſoon. milled, and 
* 8 {Upon enquiry, , one of the children, 2a laid, " Hetouhule: 
$5: | eben Cox) at play Wh itz, 4 Iba 
= While he vas walking thro Hanover-ſtreet, he obleryed: 
7 =. 
; 


a window of à houſe open, and being previouſly provide 
Hwitha tame {parrow, he let it Ay into the houſe, and 2 
Py oor — open, he went in as to ſeek for it. It chanced; 

bat there was only an old lady in the houſe, who, hear 

fang, he took refuge in the area; after 12 filled his pbek- 
den with ſpoons, ;ſalts, and, other Plate. Upon the, Lady» 
74 iſcovering him there, he bart. into, tears, and begged 
would give him his ſparow, as his mother would 
8 t him if he went Home without it, The Lady 
| | "complied, . and the young raſcal decamped ga his booty. 
BI A. He once went to the caſtle, a public houſe near Shore 
Higch- church, under pretence of egquiring for a Mrs Rob. 
on, a laundreſs who lodged there: he eaſily gained ad- 
utance, and Mrs. Robinſon not being at * be ſecxetadlis 
nd carried off plate to the ameunt of 14. ils 
While ſome daſt-men were loading a cart ny > nn ger: 7 
uare, he got unperceived into the houſe ** ſtole ſome 4 
en and a watch, and two ſilver candleſticks. For Uthig 
. Fence he y afterwards apprehended, and carried befos | 
te vr Jahn Fielding, who aſking him what he had done with»: 

** effects, he anſwered,” If I had got them, I ſhould wy 

| 150 Ve 


umade btoth of them before how, and I dare ſay they afo 
bold down by this time. 


5 A - © | * 4 
[ 9 ] 


At another time be got into the houſe cf a corn-chandler, 


in Fenchurch- ſtreet, and ſtole four bank notes of twent 


pounds each, and all the money in the till. bo 
One day walking up Bagnio-Court Newgate-Street, 
ſeeing 'a door open, he with his uſual freedom, went in atid 
r 'got into a back room, he was ſo long in ſearching 
for Booty, that the gentlemen of the houſe ſutyriſed him 
before he was aware, and demanded his buſineſs. Cox 
anſwered, that he wanted to ſpeak with his ſervant. But it 
very unluckily happened, that the Gentleman at that time 
bad no ſervant; and from this circumſtance ſuſpected that 
he had no good deſign in hand, laid hold of him and was 
going to take him before a magiſtrate; - but a gentleman. 
oming in juſt at that time, was ſo ſtruck with Cox's boyiſh _ 
appearance, that he interpoſed in his behalf, and pleaded 
ſo effectually for him, that the maſter of the houſe was pre- 
vailed on to releaſe him. | 
Cox was remarkable for a preſence of mind, by which 
he extricated himſelf from the greateſt difficulties, he took 
particular notice of a houſe in which he underſtood, by 


enquiry, were ſeveral lodgers in the houſe. He found 


weans to Introduce himſelf by the Door, which happend 
to be left a jar; and going up ftairs; at the la diag place, 
on the firſt floor, he met an elderly lady, whom he readily 
zecoſted with © Your ſervant ma a. o which ſhe as rea- 
dily returned.“ Your Servant Sir.” Then mounting up to 
the fecond Rory, he found a door open, went in, and ſee- 
ing a gold watch at the bed's head, took it. In returning 
down ſtairs, he met the ſame lady again, and the ſame com- 
pliments paſſed between them as before, and he went away 
unſuſpected, the Lady foon after, he was gone going up 
to her room, miſſed her watch, and imagining that ſome of 
ber lodgers had play d the wag with it; ſhe in good humour 
taxed them with it; but they all ſeriouſly denying — 
| i | | I new 
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Ape 8 the matter, ux at lai, fougd ta her noſt, 
5 owppiight. robbery. ot, 040 58 Af 2:19 ot ons 16. 


arti ice to þ :elp forwar dathe. perpetration of his crimes At 
one time, he got playing at peg o with; a gentleman's ſon 
before the door of his taiher's, houſe, at Stoke Newington, 
and while; che youth was intent gu, hiz game, Goxaveht 
Into the boule. and ſtole a ſilver „Pint mug. and. 
„ On a. duden, about tuo years. ago. he Matched la, gebe, fe. 
man's fail y out of their houſe in, Groſyenort-ſtreety hen m. 
got into the Houſe, ſtole plate to the amount of fiſty pound to 
vhich he carried into Oxford-lkrect, Whe re he eke coach 
and conveyed them to his Lodgings. * on bei al 


| to, make uſe. of that circumſlance tonget hig endq, it. 


7 and committing'a robbery. 3 101 Tf 1181 NN 299 


b into the Houſe, and finding a, conſiderabſe qun tiiy 


; TO ſtairs with it, his footllipping he fell to che Bottom 
The noiſe occationed by bis falling alarming the family che 
was immediately ſeized, taken before a juſlice and, coqp- 


Tel 


at the ſuppoſed Jet Was neißhes betterfofπννrſe chan a 


„Every boyiſh trick he. could. invent, as; ſeds'ts an 


Qohs | 


As he had a very boyiſh. appearance, he aled frequent 


been no uncommon practice with, him, to * — 
. with young Gentlemen beſore the door of their parents 
| houſes, and to watch the firſt opportunity of running in 


„ Another | ſcene of aktion he exhibited. M 4 Gepile man“ 
houſe in Montague - ſtreet, Spital fields, having got ver) 


ate, he packed i it up and being got about half, Way 


mitted: and At the nelle ſeſſion al the, Old Bailey, an Ja- 
dictment was preferred int him , Which the grand Jury 
Zeturned Ignoramus. 

At wanſtead. in Efſex, every. Eaſter, che, Gentry: i in, that 
. neighbourhood, have what they gall the ladies or Eaſler 7 
4 Cox and his companions went thither, not ſo much} © 
to partake of the diverſion, as to = the buGnels, of their * 


Own, proper vocation. Cox obſerying a hoaſe.where4hc 
dei were all eagerly it intent on viewing the ſport, aud the / 
der a Jar, he 23 in, unperceiv d, ey made a prize vf a i 


Tepper 


En) 8 
pepper A pair bf ſal: a ſet of tea ſpoons; and a to- 
babes. ox Hall Of fitvgr) which he took ß unobſerved; 
and inſtantiy remounking, © ined the company, who Ree . 
jſt ſetting off in purſuit of a Nag. While they were on 
the chaſe, Cox findin the ſaddle girths looſe, alighted"to 
tigten them. But this incident might have proved of 
fatut conſeque nee to him; for in remounting, one of the 
ſaln leut of his cket. Though this was obſerved by 
ſeweral erſons that were riding by him, yet, that he 
might ind ſaem concerned for the accident, he careleſly ä 
took up the ſalt. replaced it in- * ere mounted and 5 
rejoined the company. - * ; 

At the late grand review af 115 Navy, at Portſmonth;.a 
multitude of people reſorted from all paits, to gratiſy their 
curioſity. in feeing ſo uncomon a ſhew. But the preſence + 
of a great numher of che nobility, and perſons of the firſt 
diſtinddion, gentlemen and ladies, ſhong with peculiar luſ- 
tre and brill ancy, and rene to the feſlivity of - 
the occaſion. '* * © 

: Cong\we may be ſure, would not miſs ſo fair an opportunity 
0 ing his\abuaes, in the exerciſe of his proper proſeſſion, 


jp Us 4 000 de drefſed:lumſelf in the habit 972 a midſipman, 
gt\d: oduced himſelf into the beſt ſort of come 


pan reg wh management, made ſo good uſe of has time, \ 
off to the value of upwards of gool. in watches, 
5 — — other valuable eee 52 
Upper Holloway, Cox o*ſerving a door ſtand open, he ſlipped 
into the e and ſole ft oo ſpoons and pou 0 non b- 
. 8 amount,"! 6 
hath 4 Waere s ſhop in Black-fuars 'was ſeme nd agb 
fler robbed of 2 x yards of broad cloalſi and t hougiν,ü Mite 6 
ach} was n brought do juſtice.” Cox's ay well knew thats 
1eirf us the fer pe trator 7 the robbery. 1 e 
hel Jex at onetime, entered and rob led a c e 4 inp cnt aſs | 5 
off dy means of a ſalſe key which would open wg ale, 2 
having end e e Sin wa ö 
d A IL N n e 0 WH - ſs * 
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then ae iti at bis eres r 
N * « | ; * 
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he rarely left. the houſe. without | 
and the facopile of the houſe ſeldom fu _ the Joung AIRING 3 


thought himſelf fuſſictentiy concealed ; but being diſcavered y a 
| and on the boy's coming up to him, Cax caug hut hold. of his arm 
wich he would have it believed, be was playing at the children 


pcraſion, ſerved him fo well, that the peo * in the, ſhop 


ſhefe, ; 


Lady but when there, he found means to conceal himſelf fe well in 


(uw) 
Sy means of a. falſe key of this kind, our harp go 
in Fark Hg whence he cony 5 
to 4 conſiderabſe amount—by, the ſame means he 
 admattance in Gunſtreet, Spital. 
« filver ſpoons, ſalts and other plate. a 
It has been a frguent cuſtom with him ta procure admiſion into 
houſes by obtaining the names of the children of the famsly,: learns. 
ing where they were at boarding-ſchool, and pretending to be their: 
ſehool-fellow. This bait commonly fucceeded — well. a 
inging off a valuable Badty- 


tale till it was loo late to deteR the t 

As he was paſſing thro' Cheapfude pre early one mormng, 
ahſeruing a journeyman taking down the. ſhutters of o ſhap, he 
Pepe in by him, and laid himſelf down: in a Corner, where: he 


filtle errand boy belong ing to the ſhop, Cox inſtantiy criad i 


and at the ſame infant cried out, ut is your turn to hide nom, by 


old game of whoop and hide, and that he had miſtaken, the.erraud, 
boy Gor one of has play -ſcllows, Cox's quick n of wit on. rh vu 
had no: 
ſuſpicion of his being a counter ſeit, but let him go. 8 . 
without any ſart(lier inguiry 4 the reaf cauſe hes eras 


ne evening, not long fince? he Cattle hinfl i in the 
** an eminent lingen · draper, nat far from Ludgate-hill : he 
concealed himſelf in the cellar, 2 in the middle of the yy 
opened the door with a pick-lock hey, and carries | away 0 parcel 
eher er ene linen worth 100l.: ? 
At @nother time, having got the name of a lady in ale fa 
who dealt with a chamber miliner in Tottenham-court Road, 1 


went thither under pretence / beſpraking a ſet of ruffles for the 


the chamber, that he made a bundle of ſome fine linen and lates; 
fore Ts a filter handled knafe and 1 and a few _ 
FN e * 


—— — T7 


= — 


"di; 


oY 5575 S - yl 


rd IFRegat en dean able £& > ad, ES & » Td 


( Wi ) 
gt. 721 of ge E 


e eſcape hes 
Te 21 ay. ſnug. mit h his is nd. 


ſever 5 pes with, is Hangh wl no ſmall 
2 


At one time, So: and the {nous Darts, the FER 
were making deis at the Black Raven in Fetter-Lane, where 
Cox found means to ſveep off All the. caſh, with which he 
made his eſcape. | 

A girl, who was kept by. Cox uſed to make a frequent 
ay wake of pledging, ſome trifles, at the pa wn .broker's ; in, 

ort time {he would go to redeem. ber pledge, and our 

km uſed io attend her. While the pawn broker was 
gone p ſtairs for the effects, Cox uſed to take the opper- 
tupity. of examining, the ſhop, and ſeldom, failed of carrying. 
off. g dodo to the amount of twenty times the value of the 
thine which the. lady came to redeem. | 

Cox, at one time, by means of a falſe key obtaining en- 
trance into a houſe in Seacoal-· lane; near ſnow hill, which. 
be robbed of linen to a conſiderable amount, and convey- 

AWAY. undetected. ö 
2 one day at x houſe in Iſlington. he ſtole a watch, 


| bathefors he could carry it off, he was ſeia d wich it in bis; 
hand. Being in this woeful ſituation and the people chrest⸗ 


ning to take him before. a juſtice, he burſt out into a flood 
of tears, and proteſting he look it only to ſee. weather it. 
was time for him to go io ſchool, his boyiſh look and coun- 
terfeit ſimplicity, ſo wrought on cheir credulity, that ahey:: 
let hem go without any further examination. 

Mr. Cox had an adventure at paddington, which at e. | 
ſame time that it ows with how much —— he could act. | 
proves alſo that his fimplicity of conduQt: was the moſt ex- 
quiſite part of that —_— He was playing according, to 
his frequent cuſtom, with ſame children at the door of a. 
gentleman's houſe the children were called to dinner 
our hero, equally brave and cautious, ſtaid till the dinner 
Was ended! then renewed his. play with the young Gentle 


men. 
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ſworn aguinſl "Cox before d\juftic 2 By) 2 


i of of t at gain ha 
per, and 2 the bt open, he 
dining room, This accident, however e ae f 1 ip 


that Catal after him, r* thathentd d mind to ſtop" 
with Ris buntlle © pon which, he'ſt eps ary as faſt 48 ; he coul 


614) 


men, and white the youth were rained f 595 
into che houſe, and ſtole a N RS 
S ome cw N ago, a man 


in his Favour at the Old Bailey, for, the confuder lion of three 
nem nor is this the only inflance in "which" Oox"has' found 
money whith ſie had acquired by diſhoneſt means, o ſenineruble vw 
the extricaling himſe jr from thoſe u FO in which the E 
nvolved him. asl id sbem 
% "as Cox" was paſſing EF hou a Hole Vinh Wra- 
rs! but on the fir Phe. 
landing face met the 2 fs 2. uu, coming Out 3 


contert "him ; for the moment he ſaw her, ße cl wifi - 
Mrs. Robinſon did not lodge in the houſe 7 and being anſuittd n 
in the negatroe, "he begged pardon and retired. * Noto Mur 
going by the fame ion ſe e ſaw the dyiper wie go out] rhe he? 
again gol in und a in the laundry ſome very Nene linen, worth 


about 20l. he tied i? up in 4 handkerchief, and car fuſe” 


out of the hoſe ; but juſt as he had got out af the Sides Now? 
he jaw the draper 3 cut at his ſhop toor und obſEe 09 
un 


and feting two zeyn at play together! ſte went to hem, vnd offered l 
to ſell them a'ſnidll top. Sick he took wut of his pocket, but ie boys" 
refufeng to buy it, Well then (aid lie) Plikeep it myſelf, 4 
The Uroperrilening with a friend, ſpem juſt! as much time in con. 


verſation with him, as Cox had pen t in talking to the boys: ſo 


that on ee _ he oer bed is dra per following! f though at! 
Jon wry * it by fu . le 54rd} where' lived a 


With MA Cox iv; had mherly dodgeds; / her le 
V ts unt, Out nt darch dare lie, fie did a0: Abe 
ert — He then deſ red he-mght leave his bunsP 
die with her, til he'rontd tall fort}: but He well khowing his" 
chracter; flatly Pref hos to — 3 1. Cox then left 2 

and as he 451 te draper go into a fable o 


file to him: 'ypon e 2 For into the frre us faft as ht could; 


rapes _ bout, 


- y» 
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(245 3) 
Our hero, like other people in polite life, kept a monkex, 
ee eee Ralle fond. This animal he uſed to 
keep tied in ſuch. a ſituation, that when he deſcended for 
mood he coeld not recover his former ſtation but with the 
"beſt help of hisclaws. It was Cox's peculiar pride and plea- 
-ſure'to give this monkey apples and other fruit, cill his 
pas were ſo loade i that he could not regain the place he 
had left, and then he enjoyed iithe higheſt ſatisſaction ow 
the: diſtreſs to which the poor animal was reduced. e- 
Cox, though verg wary and cunning in manageing * cur- 
.xying on his-enterproſes,. yet in ſome. of them he ſadly miſcarried. 
In \the_nerghbourhood of the ubove- mentioned linen draper, led 
a taylor , fome note, Cox watching hus oppartunuly, got into the 
houſe, and going up flairs, on the fecond floor opened the door of. a 
n when 40 hs no ſmall mortification, hie jaw the maſter ſicting 
at is bufeneſs ; however, ſoon recovering himſelf, hie aſted whe- 
— the' foreman was within. the Tailor recolletting the deſerip- 
lion which. the Draper had given of | the perſon. who had robbed 
him; concluded that Cox was the ſame rogue, and therefore re- 
"pled, Tes the foreman. is within, but you did noi exp to find 
Him in this, room.. and diretily ſeized him, and ſcuding for 
the Linen druper, who committed him to the Compler. It uus not 
long before the ſeoſſins came on at the Old Baily, when he was 
tried for: the robbery ; but the draper not being able to fwear to 
\ the identity of his perſon, he was acquitted. On his fecond exam- 
ꝛunalion before the Lord Mayor on thus occation, he aſked the pro- 
weontor what. he intended tu du in this matter.? the draperan- 
ſwered © his Intent was to tranſport him,” Cox Tp eds lie may 
be dd, do your beſt and put our worſt in your poc tet. 
Three weeks beſore Cax's laſt apprehenſion, he ſtolc a 
5 large quantity of linen; but a — was prevented, 
and the whole affair adjuſted; thro the diligence and in- 
"tereſt of a womaa ho keeps a public· houſe in Rag ſtreet, 
Glerkenwell, a hanages mach "irequeutet.\by: Cox and tus 
: e6mpahions. dn i anl. rde ec dus 
At a houſe in Biſhogſgate-ſtreet,. Cox in company with 
a man who calls himſelf E&aptain Davies, and who how heen 
E ſince 


10 buy ſome particuldr thing's he had to} 
was: gone to another rom to look ' for the articles 


22 


at Honton. Here they afumed new charatters ; 


tes trade of fulching, which he did with fuck ſucceſs, as to: 


r and d couple of table-ſpoons, with hc 
- marched 


. Jetlor was ut b 


_ ” 


e 
fince capitally need. but reprieved hud tranſported, 


rtobbed a an ax much 8 one man cold 
c 


_ Theſe: tao worthies 83 ati forces, they malle 


TYTS 31. 


- their attaci on & p. bruter, of Chilſea.. Their pretence uus 
While the broker 
75 they wanted 

ras arp und made it fo ſaſt that he could 
3 open it. Mean while, "they — all the va- 
» they could. fnd.. The pawn-broker in vain endeadour- 
ng lo force open the door, at luſt diſcharged @ piſtol thro it, the 


ball of which took \away the corner of the captain's hat. But this 


did not terrify them'ſo much as to prevent their carrying of: goods 


nie _ 
gentleman and Cox the ſervant ; the former FF to have the 
apothecary's advice, about a certain diſorder, which he ſaid was 


to ene amount of 100l. and upwards. 


At another time, they paid a viſit together to an 


very painful and troubl:fome. While Davis and the doctor were 


courfing over the matter in @ private room, Cox was buſy in 


b 


4 
away undiſcove red. 
About twenty months fince, Cox and Davis agreed on a ey 


. near Bow ; — Cox, lumug h not preſent at the perpetration of 
_ » the crime, recerved has full ere of the booty. This ſeems to prove 
rie thuth of the _ olferoation, that, “ There is Honour n 


„% Thaeves. © 


In a robbery they commited together in the houſe Go cotch. 
ſellor near. Bloomſoury-fquare, Davis i was again maſter, and 
Cos his ſerdunt. Davis pretended he came with a meſſage from 
un attorney in the country, about a particular affair. The coun- 
1% and Very politely aſked um to drink a di; 
Coffee: Bread df being over; Davis delivered his ſham 
e, and then with- weng Meanwhile his man Cox had leid hold 


e gold watch, a:feldcr_ fautepon, and a pair of piſtols rich 


e eee riet ther: * 
| 1 wigs 


. FF. od 
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It was a frequent cuſtom with Cox and a companion lo go at 
midnight, with a number of falſe keys, with which they uſed to try 
the lock of various houſes :—When a lock was found which any 
of their keys would open, they uſed to remark the particular houſe, 


Io which they would go on the following day, aud if they could 


watch He 5 out, Cox would unlock the door of the houſe, de- 
liver his keys to his companion, and then go in and rip the premi- 
es of ſuch valuable articles aß he could lay his hands on. 

From the houſe of a foreign gentleman 1 in Soho-fquare, Captain 
Davis and Cox ſtole plate, fine linen and filk gowns to. a conſider- 
able amount.—— As foon as this Robbery was committed, Da- 
vis was ſlopped in the houſe ; but he ſound means lo make lis 
efcape. 

At Rotherhithe, the conſedera! es Davis and Cox, took down the 


ſhutter of a houſe, and having broke the window got in and ſtolę 
ill gowns, cardinals, fulver ſpoons and other valuable articles, 


with which they eſcaped undiſcovered. 
Theſe two ©. $58 in miyguiy, Cox and Davis, going r-thro' 
St. Pauls Church-yard together, went into a ſhop of an eminent 


filverfmath and toyman, pretended they wan'ed do buy a d: amond 


ring. While the filverſmith was looking over his drawers Cox had 
the dexleruy to ſecrete a pearl necklace, and ſome other articles of 
great value. 

One might they ſupped logether in Leiceſter -fields after fupper, 
Davis ſmoaked lus pipe over a bollle of wine. In the mean time, 
Cox, who on ſuch occafions was never idle, went in a ſeemingly 
careleſs manner about the houſe, and baſh ing from one room to 
another, at laſt got into a room- where lay a parcel of hats. and 
other goods for exportation ; but Cox ſaved the owner that trour 
ble, and carried them off hamſclf. 


Captain Davis and Cox having enterred the ſhop of a 100 er 


and haberdaſher in weſtminſter, took the aduantage of the maſter's 


back being turned, to rob the ſhop of filk ſtockings and ribbons to 


a conſider able value. 


This culprit was tried by Mr. Baron Eyre, who was, ; Re. L 
corder of London at the time when Cox had been heretofore tried, 


and nuf rc eſcaped, and who has repeatedly and Pal heticalh 
C advꝛſed 


9. 


adviſed him to reform his condnd, on! not to to ſubjed hamſelf to 
equal difgrace = danger in | future. 85 

While Fo was in Clerkenwell Bridewell, he was averſe tf. 
being made a public fhew of, that he would not admit any but hi 
particular acquain!ances to be introduced to him. 

He has been, at all times, remarkably ſober and al lemous from 
liquors ; and if at any time, his company have prevailed on hum 
to drink more then it was his cuſtom to do, the moment. that he 

found that the liquor began to operate to his diſadvantage 
he never failed to order a coach and retire to his lodg- 
ings. 
4 quickneſs of wit, a ready a rehenſion, and a ſteady * 

preſence of mind, ſcarce ever failed him in t greateſt 
emergencies: qualities, had they been employed in a better 
cauſe, would have entiled the poſſeſſor to the applauſe of 

every friend to ingenuity and laudable ſcience. jel 
He generally uſed to carry a conſiderable ſum of money] 
about him, and when he called at any of the houſes which 
he frequented, he would drink a ſmall glaſs of any liquor « 
that was at hand, and conſtantly paid a ſhilling for it. 


He uſed, whey among thieves of the petty kind, to boaſt uf 
that he . a foul above 5 to the meKneſs of 4 
filching the braſs knocker from the 


m_, or the ſcraper} f. 
from the ſtreet door. 


Of late years, he kept a little Black mare, on 2 which he le 
uſed to ride to all the races within a moderate diſtance ” 
from London, where he was generally a great and a ſuc- 0 
ceſsful gambler. 


The common toaſt given by this offender, was © a health 4 
* to ali thieves. * 

Our adventurer was always of opinion that he mould 
never commit any crime the puniſhment of which would 1. 
amount to any thing more than tranſportation: and his 
being eb for the robbery of Mr. Kendrick, was cer- 
tainly a circumſtance beyond the utmoſt ſtretch of his imagi- 
nation to have conceived ome. - 


Among 


the nick name of Younc Six 


( 19 ) 
Among his comrades and aſſociates, he was called by 


eminent in his profeſſion than any of his brethren 
in Iniquity. 
It is a diſtinguiſhing mark in the character of our 
hero, that though he kept a horſe he never committed a 
highway robbery, nor gver made any depredations on the 
houſes iñ the neighbourhood | in which he lived. 
It was one of Cox's moſt ſingular pleaſures, and which 
ſhews his warm attachment to the ſex, to ſee his miſtreſs 
elegantly dreſſed, this favourite of our hero's was no other 
than the renowned Sally Claxton ſufficiently famous for 
being ſiſter to Claxton the evidence againſt Cox in the mat- 


ter for which he was ſentenced to die; but more celebra- 


ted for being a notorious ſhop-lifter, and the choſen part- 
ner of the moſt ingenious and admirable thief in his Ma- 
24 s dominions. 

Being told'that the gallows would be his certain fate, he 
anſwered, © My only wiſh is a ſtrong rope, and a good Jack 
* 'Ketch when | mA there.” Adding, Well, as I go 
up Holbourn, I will have a look at the fix cans. 

At the ſame time, a perſon telling him, that as he was 
caft only on circumſtances, he might poſſibly get off; Yes 
laid he, at the End of a rope. 

During his impriſonmeut ſome pious perſons ſent bim a 
letter with advice and exhortation how to demean himſelf, 
in bis unhappy ſituation: On opening the Book, he cried 
ont, in his aſual ſtyle, * What's all this gammon about?“ 

On looking thro, the gate of the preis yard, and obſer- 

ving that the man who, turns the key took money of the 
people to let them in, he exclaimed with an oath, « That 
fellow gets more money by 9 a ſhe w of me, chen ever 
« I did by thieving.“ 

Seeing a very luſty woman coming out of curioſity to 
ſee him, he ſaid, *D——n the b ch, ſhe is come to 
take me off, but ſhe ſhall be diſappointed,” and, at the 
1 ſame time, ſpreading the coat of a perſon who. ſtood 
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ou, as being more 
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before him, hid himſelf behind it; but finding the woman's 


— 


, 


curioſity continued, and that ſeemed reſolved to fee him, tt 
| 1 in the moſt ſhocking language (too horrid to repeat) w 
- forced her to depart; _ | e 
eos hey what abandoned kind of company viſit the It 
| poor wreiches under lentence of death, we will relate an 
occurrence which happen'd—A fellow, accoſted Cox, with 
a *never mind it, Billy—you'll eſcape. the night-cap--you'll 
«- came; through this bout,'—*Yes (replied Cox) I. ſhall 
On: ro ac the; Sales... MD i Sos 
He was daily vilited dy a number of thoſe unhappy wo- 
man, ta whoſe ſeaucing artifice, but too many youths 
have fallen a ſacrifice, _ TYRE. SOS 
A perſon aſking where Francis Talbot (another unhappy 
1 convict) was ?— Cox replied that he was at prayers The 
=_ . Turnkey of Newgate, then, with a concern and an em- 
oy phaſis of expreſſion that does him great honour, ſtepped 
forward, and {aid to Cox; And do you never Pray to !——.. 
No (replied , our hero) never till after dinner, 
At this juncture, a woman advanced to the gate, and 
ſaid, *Bill-Cox what can you eat for dinner ?—could you 
eat a quarter of a gooſe p Can I not ?—replied Cox: — 
Then L have ordered it, ſaid the woman; on which Cox 
8 immediately ordered a bottle of red port. 5 
be ſermon preached before the condemned prifoners || 
on the Sunday, previous to their execution, was ſo moving | 
=—_— - as to draw tears from all perſons excepting Cox; which 
NI he obſerving, ſaid, ** What I ſuppoſe you all think, becauſe | | 
_ © I don't ſnivel and cry as you do, I am not affected.“ 
'Then turning to the ladies, he made uſe of an indecent 
1 expreſſion, and ſaid, Ile gueſſed: what, they cried for ; 
=_ * that he would do all he could for them while living, 
2 but when dead, it would be all over with him. 
Juſt before his departure from Newgate, he gave Jack 
Retch half a guinea to do his buſinls well; and his man 
TY aguarter ofa guinea, to pull him by the legs while hanging 
beiecauſe he thought his body would not be heavy enough 


q » , 
al 


io diſpach him, without more weight, Let 


* 
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Let his fate be 3 warning to the young, the heedleſs and 
the extravagant ; not to engage in ſcenes. of diſſipation, 
which their fortunes will by no means enable them to ſup- 
port the expence of, nor their abilities quality them to ſul- 


tain, with any degree of that reputation, which even the 


vicious themſelves would wiſh to obtain. 
In his paſſage to execution, his beheaviour (miſtaken by 


many for hardened and impertinent, as one of the daily 


papers take notice) was very manly and reſigned, without 
over- acting his part: he died with the moſt amazing for- 
titude and intrepidity which aſtoniſhed every beholder. 
Juſt before he was turned off, Mr. Toll, the miniſter (to 
whoſe piety and tender care for their ſouls, the priſoners 
were very. much indepted) with a loud and diſtin voice 
acquainted the ſpeRators,—.That William Cox begged 
their prayers; that he Ker he committed the fact for 
which, he was going to ſuſfer, and hoped. that God would 
receive his ſoul. The two ſheriffs and under-ſherift attended 
at the execution, where they were allowed an hour and a 
half, for their devotion, a circumſtance not remembered 


for a a great many years paſt. g 


Cox during his paſſage to Tyburn, held an orange in 
his hand, and ſeemed very ſerious and compoſed. 

It is ſuppoſed, there never was ſuch a concourſe of 
ple between Newgate and Tybourn, as were i on 
this occaſion. Cox was the object of the general attention 
and ſo anxious were the populace to get a fight of this ex- 
traordinary culprit that many perſons were thrown down 
and trampled under foot. $ 

Having thus brought this uncommon Malefaftor to his 
laſt exit, as a concluſion to this narrative I ſhall only add, 
that he was under twenty years of age at his death; had 
been tried leventeen times at the Old Bailey; and chat, on 
his firſt trial, hey were obliged to put him on a ſtool, by 
realon of the ſhortneſs of his ſtature, . otherwile he could 
not have been ſeen by the witneſs and jury. | 

| Fe: FO | This 


( 

: Þ his narfative is for the ſervice of that part of the public 
which has been effentially injured by ts artifice; and may 
tend to guard the honeſt and the careleſs in the protection 
of their property: and to warn the young, the thoughtleſs 
and the extravagant, that it 15 only by a ſteady perſeverance 
in che paths of virtue, thit they can hope to eſcape the 

molt ſhocking ignominy in this life, and the moſt coalu- 
mate miſery in future. | 

When one reads over the trials at every (effions in 
the Old Bailey, held eight times a year, and takes into 
that account, the numerous convictions, at the aſſizes held 
twice a year in every county throughout the kingdom, the 
number of criminals and the variety of felonies and offences 
with which they are charged, and of which moſt of them 
are ccnvifte4, one cannot but ſtand amazed, that human 
nature ſhould be capable of ſuch enormities, eſpecially, ir 
we carry our ſpeculation father, and confider men as a 
rational being, furniſhed with powers and faculties, that 
enable him to diflinguith right from wrong good from evil, 
injuſtice from juſtice vice from virtue; that he has a n- 
itor in his breaſt, which frequently admoniſhes him of 
the heinouſneſs of hi; crimes, at the very inſtant he is com- 
miting them, and of the ſid conlequences that will inevitably 

follow a detection; and at the fame time, he knows he 
is breaking down the barriers of juſtice, and expoling hon- 
eſty, integrity, and unguarded innocence, to the depre- 
dations of a villian ; I ſay when ſuch circumſtances are 
duly attended to, what melancholy reflections muſt they 
. occation in a ſerious mind? A man can hardly forbear 
wiching himſelf of another ſpecies, and ſorry he is connect 
ad; in nature, with ſuch a profligate race of mortals. 

It is a reflection, no leſs true than melancholy, that not 
in one caſe in a hundred the humane feelings of a proſe- 
cutor, the mercy of a court of juſtice, or the tenderneſs of 
ury, operate to the advantage of the culprit. The young 

> = encouraged by his companions, and vitiated in 
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from the commiſſion gf a ſmaller crime to the perpetration 


of a greater, *till the violated Jaws of his country, doom 
him a vidtim to the injuries they have ſuſtained. . In this 


cafe, the greater number receive that mercy from the bene- 
volent hands of the Sovereign, which is equally to be ap- 


plauded and regretted. Tranſportation, intended as a fa- 


4 


intended for. 


vour, uſually terminates in apuniſhment. Of the great num- 
bers thus ignominiouſly detatched ſrom their native coun- 


many, by purſuing their peſtiferous occupations, fall 
its to the laws of thoſe colonies to which they are ſent, 
rs end a wretched life througn the change of the cli - 
te, the inclemencies of the ſeas, or the peculiar diſagree- 
eneſs of their ſituation as tranſports; and of the young 
err Ithy, many remain ſlaves to the maſters who pur- 


and the reſt prematurely returning to eng- 


land, expiate WU er Blood, the aggravated offences of 
having deſerved an Ignomu..; death, and of having for- 


feited a right to that renovated ., which providence, 


through the breaſt of the King had afforded chem. 


But through the dignity of human nature is thus debas'd 
and every law, civil, moral,and divine, is trampled under- 


foot by theſe miſcreants; yet let it be ſaid, for the honour 


of humanity; that there are many men of very different 
principles, whoſe virtues ſhine as lights in the firmament, 
who {corn a bale and diſhonorable action, whoſe lives, do- 
ings, and conduct, give a luſture to their character, and 
wake them a bleſſing to their friends and neighbours, and 


nao leſs ſo to the public in general- 


It is not a little aſtoniſhing, that laws, framed with the 


moſt conſumate wiſdom, enacted from principles of the 


loundelt policy, and enforced with a ſagacity and ſtrictneſs 
that does honour to the cleareſt heads and pureſt hearts, 
ſhould fail of being attended with the Legiſlature had in 
view, and which the officers of juſtice ſpare not their en- 
deavours to promote: yet ſo it is, that ſuch excelent laws, 
though executed in the moſt impartial manner do ſquent- 

ly fail of anſwering thoſe ſalutary purpoſes which they wete 4 
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. Whe hen e Hol. "ny tac Sample 0 b wicked 
And rolligate-parerits conſtantly. before their eyes, but are 
| Ang Farid initiated into all the myſteries of i iniquity ; can 
2 pp Arllat their future A will not be anſ{wer- 
2 er to ſp Rope full a begining ? What kiod of progreſs can 


- aa 


expe: from ſolwretched an outſet ? W i the roſe gro 
Rae, or.the- Jilly. on a-ſlalk of hemlock ? And ve” 
| Wh as much reaſon 1 imagine, that virtue will thiye, 
<a floneifh 4 ina loi where vice has been ſo induftricuſly 
Py ef plarkefl. Such was the ſad caſe of this unfortunate duth 
5 the ineloncholy ſubject of theſe memories. fle re- 
aved che firſt rudiments of. villainy from the bad ere 
„ poue fl ang of his wicked lather. 
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